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situntion affedting permanent way maintensnce as of the end of September 19531

1‘ (/—/ - //j 25X1

The repair and/er replacement of all switches in the Magdeburg passenger
[ oiéht l‘hﬂg:.l hn:{quirog. Tven the replacement of acmponeats 1s d tﬂ.o:{t,

® o spare pvarts are not available, Only one double orossover set of switohes
u;:..gt.zrup;oﬂgllamd switches were rlpinud during 1952, These had besn recondi-
tioned at Gotha, ‘

2,
S S 25X1
The turntables no longer f£it properly--they skid. The guide plates
&re excesaively worn, Switoh tongues shov gaps in nany ocases and sre worn and
roughy They constitute an everpresent danger to traffic, and are being continue
ally out, |aumeriecally/  |many derailments ocoour &t switches,

tut apart from rail bresks, most derallments ooour at svitches. The switehes ave
not solely to blame for this situstion, which is also osused iy bad vheels of looo= 25X1
_motives and rolling stock. I ‘

3

~ [Ties on double srossings have been caulked beoause the 25X
o1t holes had worn 0 30 mm, dismeter (tha{ are 24,5 mm, when new). The holes
" wore then #411ed to 24 mm., and the whole tie stretched to provide the sorrect

distance batwesz bolt hole centers.
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switches of 'all types.
held for emergency uses
?
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/ The Magdeburg yard master's office, which is responsible for supplying

/
switches to the passenger and freight station, has a stock of approximately 120

Reserve tongues and large components, which should be
Thus there are only five locking

are not available,
20 through bolts (Durchgangsbolzen), and six old and

hooks (Verschlusshaken
worn tie rods (Verbindungsstangen).
| 25X1

|

Because of delays in

/ Supplies from both these depots are very scarce.
obtaining replacements from Gotha, seven sets of switches, which should have been

replaced in April, were not used for six weeks.
25X1

The agh causes a

\ /" The use of brown coal carbonized many of the ties.
Recently, however, switches

high rate of wear in gulde plates and turntables,
The lubricents have a high resin

have bheen cleaned and oiled more effectively,
content and are not very efficlent,
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